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THE SQUIRREL  

This is our last newsletter of the Autumn Term but also of 

the year 2021! Christmas and the New Year is always a time 

to look back and to see what went well, what did not go so 

well and what we can improve for the future. We have just 

done exactly that and completed our School Self Evaluation 

and there was so much good stuff to celebrate and to 

recognise in our school even through the most challenging of 

times. We have grown and kept developing so that our 

children receive learning that is unlimited, extraordinary and 

never ordinary. This has been illustrated over the Christmas 

period the team have worked together to create magical 

moments. The children have loved the Christmas activities 

and Extravaganzas. The excitement that was heard around 

the school was just lovely. Christmas lunches have been 

welcomed back in school and the pulling of the cracker with 

their friends has been a moment to treasure. 

As we come to  the end of our Christmas term, we have our 

Winter Solstice Performances in school tomorrow to share 

with our families. In the email I sent to families this week I 

asked for no more than four members of the family per child 

in to watch the performances, to wear masks, spray hands 

and sit within your bubbles. This will help us to stay safe as 

we really did not want to cancel these.  

Next week in school, we have our surprise moment for the 

children which we are all looking forward to and then our 

Christmas Jumper Day finale on Tuesday. I think the children 

will be very ready for a rest and a day with you at home ready 

for the Christmas festivities. I had a letter shared with me 

today from a teacher writing to her class’s families and it 

talked to the family about how difficult and challenging it can 

be to create a perfect Christmas. There is no such thing as a 

perfect Christmas. Each and every one will be different and 

you will  celebrate this in different ways. The teacher went on 

to write about all the things that children spoke most of on 

their return to school in January. These were the time spent 

with their family, walking, playing games, watching films and 

eating their Christmas lunch. Just having these moments with 

you is the best present you can give them. I  hope you all 

have a great Christmas. I know that many families will be 

worried about the impact of Covid and I know that some 

families may be impacted this year. If that is the case, 

remember that Christmas can be recreated at any time when 

you spend time together as a family.  

 

Our Covid numbers in school (as I report these every week) 

are currently 2 members of staff and 8 children across the 

school. This week we have seen a  rise nationally and I know 

this will cause a worry for many. Lets keep doing our very 

best by supporting each other, by wearing masks, 

maintaining a distance, washing hands and continue testing 

weekly.  

As we look forward to 2022, we look forward with hope 

that there will be a time that we will have the same 

normality and create a new life post Covid. We have made 

the decision to continue as we are with our bubbles, 

staggered start and end times and current risk assessment 

procedures for the New Year. If anything changes between 

now and the 5th January when we return please be 

reassured we have a plan of action and will be able to initiate 

it quickly so that the impact on our children is limited. I hope 

that we do not have to use our plan of action. The New Year 

will bring a new curriculum focus and this is to celebrate  the 

Woodland Trust. We will explore habitats, trees, nature as 

well as the 50th anniversary of the Woodland Trust. We will 

look to arrange some visitors and some visits to woodlands 

around the island too.  

When we return, we will send out a new letter with all the 

information you will need for the New Year and your child’s 

learning ahead.  Tomorrow, we hope to send out your child's 

Pupil Progress Reports for the autumn term and we will also 

begin working on your class Annual Reports ready for your 

child’s Progress meeting at the end of the Spring Term. With 

this in mind, to allow teachers to have the time to write their 

reports we do reduce our clubs for the first half term of 

spring. I will send you more information on Annual Reports 

and Pupil Progress Meetings when we return in January. I will 

also send out information of events but particularly focus on 

Dance Live as we have costumes, set and props to magic up 

ready for our performance in February. We will send you a 

link to buy tickets for Dance Live at Portsmouth Guildhall via 

email.  

Finally, I would just like to wish you all a truly, lovely 

Christmas and thank you for your support in all that you do 

to make Lanesend a stand-out 

school.  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  

 

9 Sleeps Until 

Christmas... 

Issue 13    Thursday 16th December 2021 

Whole School Attendance: 

95.1% 



FOR YOU 
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This Week’s Debate… 

What’s going on this week?  

School nativity plays and musical concerts have 
taken place in various formats this year, with some 

schools hosting events entirely online, others 
taking a hybrid approach and some even opting for 

performances outdoors. 

Main question:  

Have you ever been involved in a school 
production? Who are school performances for? 

 

Swimming—Starts for Years 4 & 5 week 
commencing 10th January for 10 weeks. Year 5 
will be on a Wednesday and Year 4 will be on 

Fridays.  

If your child is going to be absent from school please call the office by 9am. Do not 

forget you can report your child’s sickness or absence from school on our Studybugs 

App. This is a quick and easy way to report your child being off and can be downloaded 

from your app store on your device. It is so easy! 

GENTLE REMINDER: 

Applications for 

Recepiton Intake 

2022/2023 close at 

midnight Saturday 15th 

January! 
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A huge well done to Ravenclaw who have topped the House 

Points board! Well done Ravenclaw. 
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Friday 17th December—           Christmas Extravaganza—Year 1 

                                      Winter Equinox Performances 

                                                        9.45am— Orca Class 

                                                        10.15am— Arctic Hare Class 

                                                        10.45am— Narwhal Class 

                                                        1.15pm— Polar Bear Class 

                                                        1.45pm— Puffin Class 

Monday 20th December—        Top Secret Christmas Trip! 

          (Do not tell the children) 

Tuesday 21st December—         Christmas Jumper Day—Whole School 

         Sausage and Chips—Boxed Lunch  

         School finishes early 

         Reception –        12.45pm 

         Year 2 –                12.50pm 

         Year 1 –                12.55pm 

         Year 3 –                12.45pm 

         Year 4 –                12.50pm 

         Year 5 -                 12.55pm 

         Year 6 –                1.00pm  
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A HUGE well done 

to Millie Sanyal for 

passing pre-prep 

Ballet and Tap at 

your dance school. 

We are so proud of 

you! Keep dancing! 

Stanley and Rudi Boyle and Felix Downer who completed the 

Santa Run at the weekend to raise money for Mountbatten 

Hospice. Well done, what an achievement to be so proud of!  
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Reception— Talk to me about... Our Christmas Extravaganza, first celebration and our library visit from Joyce. 

Words to use... Lanyards, baubles, advent. 

Tips for the week... Continue reading regularly over the Christmas holiday. New books will appear on Reading 
Eggs.  

We have been reading... When Santa visited the Isle of Wight.  

Year 1— Talk to me about....Acts of kindness- how could we be kind to someone this Christmas? Also, ask me 
about shapes- what shapes can you spot when out and about? 

Words to use...kind, share, help. For shapes: corner, curved, sides, triangle, circle, square, rectangle.  

Tips for the week...ask me about the Christmas music we have enjoyed this week. We've listened to carols, 
traditional songs and some Christmas pop.  

We have been reading...The Snowman and Buster's Christmas.  

Year 2— Can you retell the Christmas story?  

Tell me about column subtraction. 

How are conjunctions used when writing sentences? 

Which trick would you use if to calm yourself if you were cross about something? 

Year 3 – Talk to me about...Christmas Adverts and Winter Solstice 

Words to use...persuasive, emotions, seasons, ;length of days and nights 

Tips for the Week...Look for apostrophes in contracted words 

We are reading...The Christmasaurus and the Winter Witch by Tom Fletcher and The Christmas Pig by JK 
Rowling 

Year 4- Talk to me about... how to multiply and divide by 10 and 100. 

Words to use... title, subheading, rhetorical question, imperatives (we have been writing instructions for how 
to capture a cheeky elf in literacy this week). 

Tips for the week... think about what Christmas means to you and your family.  

We have been reading... Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill. 

Year 5— Talk to me about...The man who played the piano in Svalbard to publicise Greenpeace’s battle to save 
the Arctic. 

Words to use...prime/ factor/ common factor/ square number 

Tips for the week...We did some sewing this week and the children really struggled to tie knots, perhaps you 
could share your knot tying tips with them? Maybe you could even practise some sewing? 

We have been reading...The Polar Bear Explorers' Club and some Free Verse Poetry 

Year 6— This week year 6 have been learning how to make cubes from nets. They have also made delicious 
peppermint creams with origami boxes and talked about prophecies in our religious education lessons. In 

Scratch they have been programming conversations and adding movement. Talk to them about their amazing 
suspense stories.  

 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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We return to school on Wednesday 5th January 2022 for 

our spring term. We wish you all a very Merry and 

Peaceful Christmas 
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Issue 34 Thursday 24th June 2021 
 

Year 5 have been 

making Gonks in 

school for our 

Lanesend 

Christmas Tree! 

Here are some 

instructions so 

you could give it 

a go at home!  
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